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May 3-4, 2017 
University of British Columbia Okanagan campus 
Kelowna, BC 

#everylearner17 

The 13th annual learning conference explores how we can design, assess, and facilitate learning that 

engages every learner, allowing each student to build their own knowledge and contribute their own 

strengths to their learning and the learning of their classmates and instructors. 

¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ 

knowledge, like: 

¶ How can one instructor engage every student in a large class? 

¶ How do instructors recognize and ceƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊƛǎƪƛƴƎ 
microaggressions? 

¶ What can instructors do before, during, and after class, face-to-face and online, to support each 

student? 

¶ How does an instructor create and maintain an environment where every student feels welcome 

to contribute? 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎƛŜǎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǾƻƛŎŜΚ 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜΚ 

¶ What are the promising practices in your discipline? Can they be adapted to other disciplines? 

Keynote address ōȅ 5ǊΦ{ŀǊŀƘ [Φ9ŘŘȅΣ ά9ƴŘ ƻŦ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜΚ  !ŎǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘάΦ 

Conference Programming Committee 

¶ Shirley Chau, School of Social Work, FHSD 

¶ Tyler Donner, Unit 2 (Biology), IKBSAS 

¶ Jannik Eikennar, School of Engineering 

¶ Shirley Hutchinson, Unit 4 (Psychology), IKBSAS 

¶ Andis Klegeris, Unit 2 (Biology), IKBSAS 

¶ Christopher Martin, Faculty of Education 

¶ Peter Newbury (chair), Centre for Teaching and Learning 

¶ John Parry, Centre for Teaching and Learning 

¶ Jordan Stouck, Department of Critical Studies, FCCS 

 

 

 

https://ctl-ok.sites.olt.ubc.ca/events/2017-learning-conference/keynote-speaker/
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Keynote: End of Lecture? Active Learning Increases Student Achievement 

1.5 hour Keynote Presentation 

Presenter: Dr. Sarah L. Eddy, Florida International University 

The conference opened with a keynote address by Dr.Sarah L.Eddy, entitled 

ά9ƴŘ ƻŦ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜΚ  !ŎǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ά. 

Dr. Sarah L. Eddy is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Biology and 

the STEM Transformation Institute at Florida International University.  

Trained as a behavioral ecologist, Sarah has shifted from studying behavior 

in the field to behavior in college classrooms.  Her research focuses on 
understanding how college instructors can contribute to the goal of equal 

participation of historically underrepresented groups in science careers, 

specifically documenting current disparities in student classroom experiences and working with 

instructors to deploy interventions ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

has been featured in the New York Times, The Atlantic, Science, and Insight into Diversity. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ ! ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ 5ǊΦ 9ŘŘȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

Engaging Students Online 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Nina Langton ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Student engagement is crucial to the success of an online course. This presentation will introduce best 

practices for designing and delivering an online course and then focus on user-friendly and practical 

software applications that can help make both online and face-to-face courses more interactive and 

engaging.
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Technology Advances Driving the Evolution of Teaching Practices. Do These 
Practices Work? 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Celina Berg ς UBC Vancouver 

Abstract: 

We are in an age where technology allows us to augment teaching practices, moving classrooms from 

passive lecture consumption by students, to more active participation in learning. This presentation will 

reflect on experiences employing these approaches in a language diverse classroom and intends to 

promote discussion surrounding the challenges introduced. 

 

If We Only Knew Who Our Students Were 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Bratislav ς Brad Mladenovic ς Simon Fraser University 

Abstract: 

We often make assumptions about the expectations and experiences of students that are unfounded, 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 

very own attitudes and approaches to learning by discussing their individual study strategies and 

perceptions about learning environments, instructional preferences, and collaborative interactions. 
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Development of Guided-Inquiry Activities for a Large Class Environment 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: W. Stephen McNeil ς UBC Okanagan, Tamara Freeman ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Attendees of this workshop will be directed through a process to create a guided-inquiry assignment, 

one designed to engage students through a scaffolded exploration of prior knowledge and analysis of 

information in order to generate a new core concept related to a specific topic. 

At the end of his workshop, attendees of this workshop will: 

Á Understand the pedagogical principles, defining characteristics, and usual stages of a guided-

inquiry activity 

Á Develop an outline for a guided inquiry assignment to be used in their own course 

Workshop attendees will spend the majority of this workshop engaged in the creation of their own 

guided inquiry assignment. To facilitate this process, attendees are asked to come to the workshop with 

an answer prepared for the following questions: 

Á What is a core concept that your students might be reasonably expected to discover on their 

own, if provided with sufficient guidance to reflect on their own prior knowledge and to analyze 

a few key pieces of new information? 

Á If you were to express this core concept in one or two summarizing sentences, what would 

those sentences be? 
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Creating and Sharing Strategies for Fostering an Inclusive, Intercultural Learning 
Environment 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: Ashley Welsh ς UBC Vancouver, Meghan Allen ς UBC Vancouver, Kayli Johnson ς UBC 

Vancouver 

Abstract: 

The university is becoming an increasingly diverse place where faculty, staff, and students from various 

linguistic, social, and cultural backgrounds engage with one another. In this workshop, participants will 

discuss targeted case scenarios and share promising practices for supporting the learning and 

experience of students in intercultural learning environments.

 

Cut To The Chase ς Maximizing Interactive Learning: A New Model for Anatomy 
Laboratories 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Erin Bull ς Health and Exercise Science, UBC Okanagan, Taylor Stranaghan ς Health and 

Exercise Science, UBC Okanagan, Gregory duManoir ς Health and Exercise Science, UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

We aim to provide an interactive learning environment by enhancing the laboratory components of 

anatomy courses through 3D images and models. This approach may enhance spatial awareness and 

reduce cognitive load by allowing students to use 3D printed models for self-study purposes, 

reproducing laboratory tasks at their own pace.
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Critical Friendship and Inter-Faculty Collaborative Inquiry: Education and 
Nursing 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Lisa Moralejo ς School of Nursing, UBC Okanagan, Lindsay Kennedy ς School of Nursing, UBC 

Okanagan, Karen Ragoonaden ς Faculty of Education, UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

This presentation explores how three researchers utilize critical friendship to systematically examine 

the nuanced roles of their own practice in a community of inquiry. An ancillary theme investigates 

sustainable structures for supporting the professional development of teacher and nursing educators. 

Respectively from two professional faculties on one campus, university educators came together in 

September 2015 to form the Critical Friendship in Nursing and Education (CFiNe) community of inquiry. 

Data collection includes research notes, journaling, and monthly meetings. This community of inquiry 

has the potential to provide the foundations of critically infused professional development paradigms 

promoting a collaborative stance between Education and Nursing.

 

Engaging Every Learner in Adopting Healthy Behaviours 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Terry McCurdy ς McMaster University 

Abstract: 

Evidence continues to grow for the role that nutrition and lifestyle play in preventing chronic diseases 

and extending longevity. Nurses are uniquely positioned to inform clients and inspire change. 

Approaches used to encourage in and out of class participation in an undergraduate nutrition class for 

nursing students will be described.
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Explore the Inclusive Technology Lab at UBC Okanagan Library 

60-minute interactive workshop 

Presenter: Barbara Sobol ς UBC Okanagan, Meghan Currie ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Immerse yourself in an assistive technology environment ς the Inclusive Technology Lab. Create a 

digital mind map to plan a new syllabus. Speak aloud and watch your voice transform into text on the 

screen. Sit or stand and type on an ergonomic keyboard. Imagine and discuss how the ITL supports 

students of diverse abilities.

 

Combining Large and Small Class Experiences in a First-Year Service Course 

60-minute interactive workshop 

Presenter: Pam Sargent ς Dept of Mathematics, UBC Vancouver, Fok-Shuen Leung ς Dept of 

Mathematics, UBC Vancouver 

Abstract: 

We explore a teaching model which combines large faculty-led lectures with small graduate student-led 

άǊŜŎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎέΣ ƻǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ-based classes. This model is used effectively in seminar-style courses at small, 

elite institutions. We describe how we have adapted it to first-year Mathematics courses at a large, 

public research university.

 

The Chinese Peasant Rebellion: The Risks and Rewards of Maximizing Student 
Agency in a First Year History Class 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Sheila McManus ς University of Lethbridge 

Abstract: 

In this presentation I will discuss some of the significant benefits and interesting risks of giving the 90 

students in my first-year World History class as much choice as possible in their individual assessments 

and class discussions.
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Providing Choice in the Classroom: Assignment Contracts and Flexible 
Evaluation Methods 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: David Geary ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

It is well known that students differ in the ways that they navigate a learning environment and express 

what they know. The aim of this paper is to explore flexible learning techniques that empowers learning 

and allows students to set their own deadlines and evaluation methods.

 

Democratizing Required Courses: Promoting student empowerment and 

engagement 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Kate Power ς UBC Vancouver 

Abstract: 

Student learning outcomes are substantially affected by motivation. Given that students often lack 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ άŘǊȅέ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΣ ƻƴŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜ 

engagement with the material. This presentation reports on a pilot approach to democratizing required 

writing classes, with a view to increasing student motivation.

 

smartEducation and Flourishing: Exploring Practice and Praxis for Educator 
Wellbeing 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: Karen Ragoonaden ς Faculty of Education, UBC Okanagan, Sabre Cherkowski ς Faculty of 

Education, UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

In this experiential learning workshop, participants will be provided an overview of the growing field of 

research on mindfulness and wellbeing for educators, and an opportunity to experience practices 

developed from evidence-based stress based reduction and mindfulness programs for teachers 

(smartEducation) and from recent SSHRC-funded research on organizing schools for flourishing.
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άwŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέΥ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ƛƴ ŀ 
Post-Truth World 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: Linda Elmose ς Dept. of Political Science, Okanagan College 

Abstract: 

In this workshop, we interactively ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ L ǘŜǊƳ άwŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέΦ 

Drawing from Resistance Theories of Education and Critical Pedagogy (e.g. Giroux, hooks, Freire), I 

ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎέ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŜǎΣ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜκŜǾƛŘŜƴǘƛary 

ǎƪŜǇǘƛŎƛǎƳΣ άŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦŀŎǘǎέΣ άŦŀƪŜ ƴŜǿǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎΣ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ 

confusing post-truth world.

 

Pendulum Swings in Teaching Practice 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Catherine Broom ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

In this presentation, I will argue that the new BC curriculum and much thinking over-emphasizes a focus 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǿέ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴŘǳƭǳƳ Ƙŀǎ ǎǿǳƴg dramatically to one extreme. I will argue that 

ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ άǿƘŀǘέ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǿέ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ hǾŜǊ-ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǿƘŀǘέ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

lecture, anŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǿέ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

ŘŜǇǘƘΦ !ǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ άǿƘŀǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǿέ 

questions in our planning and teaching. I will give examples of hoǿ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ./Ωǎ 

past and present curriculum documents.
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Teaching With Enthusiasm in Cross-Cultural Perspective 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Hugo De Burgos ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Teaching Evaluations in most universƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ά9ƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ {Ƙƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ {ǳōƧŜŎǘ aŀǘǘŜǊέΦ tǊŀƎƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ άōŜƛƴƎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎέ ŀƴŘ άǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ 

ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳέ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ-cultural strategies for 

enthusiastic teaching that range from overt cheerful excitement to solemn and ceremonious 

pedagogical styles.

 

Insights from Using Appreciative Inquiry in a Course Evaluation 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Meghan Allen ς Dept of Computer Science and Vantage College, UBC Vancouver, Jessica 

Dawson ς Dept of Computer Science, UBC Vancouver, Steve Wolfman ς Dept of Computer Science, UBC 

Vancouver 

Abstract: 

We will describe our use of Appreciative Inquiry, a positively-framed, participatory methodology that 

focuses on driving change, as a key piece of a course evaluation project. We will present the overall 

course evaluation plan, explain how using Appreciative Inquiry provided a unique lens for evaluation, 

and share our preliminary findings.
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Finding, Using, and Remixing Open Resources For Your Courses 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: Jonathan Verrett ς UBC Vancouver, Michelle Lamberson ς UBC Okanagan, Sajni Lacey ς UBC 

Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Are you interested in learning how to find, use, and remix open education resources? Would you like to 

learn more about how to share resources back to the education community? This session is intended to 

address common questions and highlight current uses of openly licensed materials for teaching and 

learning. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ . ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άCƛƴŘƛƴƎΣ ¦ǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ wŜƳƛȄƛƴƎ hǇŜƴ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ CƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ 

/ƻǳǊǎŜǎέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

The First Year Experience ς Creating a Community of Practice for First Year 
Educators 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: Karen Smith ς UBC Vancouver, Patty Hambler ς UBC Vancouver, Kari Marken ς UBC 

Vancouver 

Abstract: 

There is growing interest and momentum from faculty to explore how they can better support first year 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻp will explore the benefits and challenges of 

first year, and based on the First Year Experience education symposium held at UBC-V, will foster new 

connections, knowledge exchange and innovation. 
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Getting to Know Your Industry: Enhanced Teaching and Learning through an 
Online Market Research Tutorial 

Poster Session 

Presenter: Kim Buschert ς UBC  Library, UBC Okanagan, Aleha McCauley ς UBC Library, UBC Vancouver 

Abstract: 

Secondary industry research is integral to successful venture design, business planning and marketing 

strategy, but is seen as a time consuming and challenging process. Learn about a Teaching and Learning 

Enhancement Fund project to design an online industry research tutorial to benefit University of British 

Columbia students in multiple disciplines.

 

Engaging Reflective Thinking During and Exam: Slowing Students Down on 
Multiple Choice Questions Increases Performance 

Poster Session 

Presenter: Joss Ives ς UBC Vancouver, Jared Stand ς UBC Vancouver 

Abstract: 

We examine the implications of dual processing theory (fast, reflexive vs slow, reflective thinking) in the 

context of multiple-ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǇƘȅǎƛŎǎ ŜȄŀƳǎ ōȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ά9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊέ ōƻȄΦ ²Ŝ 

observe statistically significant increases in the odds of a student answering the corresponding question 

correctly when having to self-explain.

 

TA Credentialing Program at UBC Okanagan 

Poster Session 

Presenter: John Parry ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

A visual presentation of the Teaching Assistant Credentialing program at the UBC Okanagan Campus.  

The program has two parts ς the foundational 12 hour program and the practical component in which 

CTL Staff observe and give feedback to the TAs offering seminars.
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Top Ten Ways to Get (and Keep) Their Attention 

Poster Session 

Presenter: Rosalind Warner ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Humans are hard-wired to be distractible, and learning is no exception! This presentation will describe 

the top ten ways to get and keep learner attention. The trick is to be fun, engaging, impactful, and non-

punitive.

 

Coordinating Assessment 

Poster Session 

Presenter: Jannik Eikenaar ς School of Engineering, UBC Okanagan, Ayman Elnaggar ς School of 

Engineering, UBC Okanagan, Megan Lochhead ς School of Engineering, UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

This poster explains our efforts to coordinate the assessment schedules for undergraduate Engineering 

students at UBC Okanagan. We describe specific, School-based challenges in teaching and learning, 

explore solutions and strategies, and identify next steps. We look forward to discussing our efforts and 

ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ

 

Threshold Concepts in Higher Education: Moving Beyond Library Instruction 

Poster Session 

Presenter: Sajni Lacey ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Threshold concepts are a promising practice being actively promoted in library instruction through a 

new document called the Framework for Information Literacy in Higher Education. Bring your expertise 

and knowledge to help bridge the gap between these concepts and its application for learners in all 
disciplines.
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Supporting the Peer Notes Program 

Poster Session 

Presenter: Deanna Simmons ς UBC Okanagan, Vania Chan ς UBC Okanagan, Earllene Roberts ς UBC 

Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Post-{ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ include peer notetakers. 

At UBC Okanagan the demand for this service grew and a streamlined process was required. Connect 
was engaged to ensure ease of process, accessibility and anonymity of the notes. It has been a 

successful program for the last 4 years.

 

Tutor-Less Problem-Based Learning: Effects on Problem-Solving Skills in Large 

Science Undergraduate Classes 

Poster Session 

Presenter: Tyler Wenzel ς UBC Okanagan, Heather Hurren ς UBC Okanagan, Andis Klegeris ς UBC 

Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Standard university curricula mainly focus on delivering course content, giving few opportunities to 
develop networking, prioritizing, team work, peer evaluation, and problem-solving skills. A tutor-less 

method of problem-based learning (PBL) suitable for large undergraduate classes was developed to 

model the above aspects of post-university real-world workplace experiences.
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Emails or Conversations?: Teaching and Learning in the Digital World Where 
Conversation is a Second Class Citizen 

Poster Session 

Presenter: Matt Husain ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

This paper argues that while emails and text messages can complement or supplement a discussion, 

they can hardly become perfect replacements of human interaction. Additionally, my paper argues a 

Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ΨŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǳǇ-to-ŘŀǘŜΩ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ƻƴ ƎŀŘƎŜǘǎΣ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

stress, and unproductivity. Based on observation and piloted initiatives on 89 third and fourth year 

students, I explore ways to remain on top of interactive teaching and learning without treating texting 

and emails as lifelines.

 

Excellence in Teaching and Learning - Teaching With Technology 

Poster Session 

Presenter: Stacey Mateika ς Red Deer College 

Abstract: 

N/A

 

Advancing Student Learning and Engagement through Midterm Corrections 

Poster Session 

Presenter: Bingrui (Cindy) Sun ς University of Calgary, Mohana Gowri Arumugam ς University of 

Calgary, Rachael Edino ς University of Calgary 

Abstract: 

Assessment corrections have been used in post-secondary education and have been found effective to 

improve student learning, by encouraging students to reflect on their mistakes. Research further points 

out that assessment corrections help student become self-regulated learners. In the 2016 fall semester 

at the University of Calgary, a scholarship of teaching and learning (SoTL) project was conducted in a 

large introductory level statistics course. The goal of this project was to implement midterm corrections 

as well as to examine the impact of midterm corrections on student learning. This poster presentation 

will disseminate the research findings of this SoTL project.
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Flipping Large Classrooms using Clickers: The Engineering Economics Experience 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Gord Lovegrove ς School of Engineering, UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

9bDw олр ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻǊŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ¦./hΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜǎ ς civil, mechanical, 

electrical ς take it in 3rd year; however, it has no pre-requisites, so often 1st, 2nd, and 4th years are 

slotted in to meet transfer and co-op credits and schedules. Thus we have a large, diverse, technical 

oriented crowd forced to enrol in and pass a course on the softer side of life, the social sciences. The 

material ς what formulae there are ς is difficult not because of its computational demands, but because 
of its deceiving simplicity and volume. Recent growth in the School, to a class size of 270, further 

ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 

instructors teaching it. Moreover, during mid-term season, attendance suffers terribly, and students get 

behind. The failure rate then becomes a problem, approaching 10% for a non-technical course, a very 

sad and embarrassing result ς ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ Ψflip the 

ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΩ ǳǎƛƴƎ /ƭƛŎƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ-class problem sessions, while eliminating mid-terms and take-home 

assignments. This freed up time to study for other courses, and for weekly, shorter in-class quizzes. 

Moreover, in-class debates and problem sessions became the norm, with lectures on theory reserved 

for only 1 out of 3 hours per week. This presentation will focus on what was done, how the students 
reacted, and the results ς did anything improve?

 

Using Formative Feedback to Encourage Student Engagement in Engineering 

Classes 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Claire Yan ς UBC Okanagan, Ayman Elnaggar ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

In this presentation, we will discuss a formative feedback method, the muddiest point, implemented in 

three engineering classes to encourage student engagement and self-reflection. We will present data 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ
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What We Could Do Before Final Grading: Two Ideas 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Dr. Ivona Mladenovic ς Simon Fraser University 

Abstract: 

LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŜȄŀƳǎΣ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŜȄŀƳ ΨŎƘŜŀǘ ǎƘŜŜǘǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΚ ¢ƘŜ 

presentation will discuss two innovative approaches to engaging learners in lowering their exam 

ŀƴȄƛŜǘƛŜǎΥ Ψ²ǊƛǘŜ ¸ƻǳǊ hǿƴ 9ȄŀƳΩΣ ŀƴŘ ΨCƛƴŀƭ 9ȄŀƳ /ƭƛƴƛŎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ 

that empowers learners, not instructors.

 

Engage Your Students Without Flipping Out: Simple Active Learning Tools to Fit 

Any Classroom 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: Richard Plunkett ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƛǎ άŦƭƛǇǇŜŘέ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ άCƭƛǇǇƛƴƎέ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ Ŧƛǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŀǎǎκƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΣ ōǳǘ active learning can be integrated into 

any class. This workshop will provide simple take-home strategies with low investment and high 

potential payoff in increased learning.
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Two Stage Exams: Learning Together? 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: Brett Gilley ς UBC Vancouver, Joss Ives ς UBC Vancouver 

Abstract: 

Exams are typically used for evaluation in post secondary education, two stage exams are a simple 

technique that changes exams into powerful learning experiences. In two stage exams (aka cooperative 

exams, group exams, or pyramid exams) students complete a test as individuals and then immediately 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ ƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊΣ ǘŜǎǘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

recent experience with the same questions, and the high stakes environment of the exam create 
focused and useful discussions among the groups. As an instructor, they are a joy to observe. Retention 

of material is increased dramatically. At the Vancouver Campus of the University of British Columbia, 

Two Stage Exams are very popular, used in over 100 classes in a variety of faculties and departments. In 

this workshop we will discuss the features we believe make these exams successful, and how you can 

deploy them in your own classes.

 

Telecollaboration in Language Teaching and Learning 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Grisel Garcia Perez ς UBC Okanagan, Martin Blum ς UBC Okanagan, Marina Kriscautzky ς 

Universidad Autonoma de Mexico 

Abstract: 

This telecollaborative project took place between students taking Spanish Applied Linguistics at the 

University of British Columbia, Okanagan and students studying at the Autonomous University of 
Mexico. By exchanging information on the differences between first and second language acquisition, 

the students had the opportunity not only to develop listening, speaking, reading and writing in an 

authentic setting, but also to become more aware of the similarities and differences between their own 

culture and that of their Mexican counterpart. The project offered insights into how information 

technology can be used as a tool not only to develop language skills, but also to develop the students` 

sense of intercultural awareness.
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Integrating Language and Technical Education to Improve Outcomes for First-
Year International Students in Engineering Programs 

20 Minute Interactive Research Presentation 

Presenter: Gabriel Potvin ς Depart of Chemical and Biological Engineering and Vantage College, UBC 

Vancouver, Mike Murphy ς Vantage College, UBC Vancouver 

Abstract: 

The integration of language and communication instruction with technical engineering training for first-

year international students in the Vantage College program at UBC is presented. The nature and 

logistics of this integrated approach and its effectiveness in terms of technical content mastery and 

improvement of communication skills are discussed. 

 

Methods for Improving Student Outcomes in German, 2nd Language Teaching 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Claude Desmarais ς UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

My present 2nd language acquisition teaching methodology (for German) is learner-centred, and has 

increased general student engagement and instructor ability to mentor students. Yet these increased 

demands have also harmed some weaker students, leading me to take steps to counteract this and 

engage every student in the learning process..

 

StudySmart: Learning Strategies for First Year Science Students 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: Cindy Bourne ς UBC Okanagan, Breanne Molnar ς UBC Okanagan, Tamara Freeman ς UBC 

Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Studies reveal that student success is strongly correlated to their ability to efficiently manage their 

study habits. This workshop will present the layout for StudySmart, a mandatory seminar embedded in 

first year courses to introduce students to critical learning skills and productive time management of 

their study habits.
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Making It Stick: The Science of Successful Learning 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: IŜƴǊȅ [Φ άwƻŘŘȅέ wƻŜŘƛƎŜǊ ς Washington University in St. Louis 

Abstract: 

Cognitive psychologists have a long tradition of research illuminating processes of learning and 

memory, yet their findings have rarely penetrated educational practice. This situation is starting to 

change. I will report on a program of research about the benefits of retrieval practice through quizzing 

as an aid to learning. Testing or quizzing is a practice usually considered only to measure what a student 

knows, but experimental research shows that retrieving information helps to stabilize the knowledge 
and make it easier to recall on future attempts. My presentation will provide evidence advancing from 

laboratory experiments to field experiments in classrooms showing how frequent quizzing can improve 

educational outcomes. If adopted, retrieval-enhanced learning may have far-reaching implications for 

education at all levels. Many experimental or quasi-experimental studies in K-12 as well as university 

classrooms have shown meaningful benefits for students. 

Speaker Bio: 

Roddy Roediger is the James S. McDonnell Distinguished University Professor at Washington University 
in St. Louis. A psychologist who focuses on human learning and memory, his research interests include 

factors that greatly increase learning and retention and their application to education; memory illusions 

and the development of false memories; the study of people with highly superior memory abilities; and 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ IŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ϧ 

Lee University and his Ph.D. in cognitive psychology from Yale University. He previously taught at 

Purdue University, the University of Toronto, and Rice University. Roediger is recipient of a Guggenheim 

Fellowship, and he has served as president of the Association for Psychological Science and Chair of the 

Governing Board of the Psychonomic Society, as well as serving in other leadership posts in 

organizations of psychologists. He is a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Psychological Association, and the 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ wƻŜŘƛƎŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ 

William James Lifetime Achievement Award, as well as their Lifetime Mentoring Award for his many 

graduate students and postdoctoral fellows who have gone on to success in the field. He is a member of 

the Society of Experimental Psychologists and received its Howard Crosby Warren Medal for his studies 

of illusory memories. He recently received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Society of 

Experimental Psychology and Cognitive Science.
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How We Are Engaging Every Engineering Student in Design Thinking 

20 Minute Research Presentation  

Presenter: Sabine Weyand ς School of Engineering, UBC Okanagan, Bryn Crawford ς School of 

Engineering, UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Teaching university students creativity and design thinking has been deemed one of the key factors to 

future innovation. At the School of Engineering, we are aiming to engage every learner through a series 

of design courses from their first to final year of study..

 

Putting Ethics into Action 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Jeff McLaughlin ς Thompson Rivers University 

Abstract: 

Ethics in Action challenges the false belief that philosophy is just about theory and only indirectly useful 

as a means to develop critical thinking skills. University students developed, real world ethics based 

projects. Teams used the personal talents of each student and then put ethics into action. In one 

example, students raised public awareness about the ethics of blood and organ donation which 

resulted in 200 new donors. 

 

Engaging Every Learner Through Multiple Learning Modalities 

20 Minute Research Presentation 

Presenter: Robert Campbell ς Faculty of Education, UBC Okanagan, Greg Wetterstrand ς Faculty of 

Education, UBC Okanagan 

Abstract: 

Working as professional collaborators two Education faculty professors created learning experiences 

and joint assignments that built on multiple modes of knowing. The resulting emergence of creativity, 

imagination and ingenuity engaged learners who reported that the experience was a rare opportunity 
for learning and one, which they valued and favoured.
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Teaching Science Inclusively 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: Linda Strubbe ς UBC Vancouver, Sarah Bean Sherman ς UBC Vancouver 

Abstract: 

We present an introductory workshop on strategies for teaching science equitably and inclusively. The 

opening activity helps participants think about implicit bias and privilege; in the second half, 

participants discuss specific teaching practices to promote equity in their own science classrooms 

(based on work by Tanner 2013; Linse & Weinstein 2016).

 

How Teaching Practices Influence Student Mental Health and Wellbeing 

60 Minute Interactive Workshop 

Presenter: Michael Lee ς UBC Vancouver, Patty Hambler ς UBC Vancouver, Steven Barnes ς UBC 

Vancouver, Karen Smith ς UBC Vancouver, Diana Jung ς UBC Vancouver  

Abstract: 

The research project How Teaching Practices Influence Student Mental Health and Wellbeing reveals 

how instructional practices can have a positive impact on the student learning experience by promoting 

their wellbeing. This interactive session will share our findings, share strategies and instructional tools, 

and integrate ideas via group discussions. 

Please see Appendix C for the Project Overview.  
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Addressing Classroom Climate 

1.5 Hour Workshop 

Presenter: N/A 

Abstract: 

Discussions about society absolutely have a place in our classrooms, in any and all disciplines. Educators 

and students must be able to have critical, scholarly discussions about hatred, racism, oppression, 

colonialization, and more. These are not easy conversations for educators to initiate or moderate, nor is 

reacting and responding to inŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜ !ƴǎǿŜǊǎ 

but you will leave with a raised awareness and the assurance that we are a community ready and 

willing to continue the disc



 

  

 2017 Learning Conference: Engaging Every Learner 

May 3-4, 2017 

 

 

Page 28 

Presenter: Dr. Sarah L. Eddy, Florida International University 
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